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RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR TENNIS 
 

1.  General  

 

1.1.  The competition for Tennis, unless otherwise stated in these Rules and Regulations, 

shall be governed by the Rules of Tennis 2012 as adopted by the International Tennis 

Federation (ITF). 

 

1.2.  In matters not provided for, decisions shall rest with the Technical and/or the 

Organizing Committee.  

 

2.  Composition Of Team  
 

2.1 Each country can send only one (1) boys’ team with a maximum of eight (8) players 

and one (1) girls’ team with a maximum of eight (8) players and four (4) officials based 

on the following ratio: 

 

1 Team: 2 Officials  

2 Teams: 4 Officials  

 

2.2. Each team may register a minimum of seven (7) and a maximum of eight (8) players.  

 

3.  Competition Format (TEAM)  

 

3.1. The competition shall be run on a league format. Where there are six (6) participating 

teams or more, they will be divided into two (2) groups. 

 

3.2. The top 2 teams will play in the Semi-Finals in a criss-cross manner where the winner 

of Group A (X1) will play the Runner-up of Group B (Y2) and the winner of Group B 

(Y1) will play the runner-up of Group A (X2). 

 

3.3. The winner of X1 vs Y2 will meet the winner of Y1 vs X2 in the Finals while the two 

(2) runners-up will be placed as joint 3rd. 

 

3.4. Composition of team  

 

3.4.1.Each team will consist ofthree (3) Singles and two (2) Doubles. 

3.4.2.Each player is allowed to play once in a team tie.  

 

3.5. Line-up  



3.5.1.The line-up of players must be submitted to the referee by the Team Manager or 

official-in-charge at least fifteen (15) minutes before the commencement of the 

day’s tie. 

3.5.2.In the event of postponed ties, if any game has commenced*, the same line-up 

will be enforced.  

*A game is deemed to have commenced when a point is scored. (i.e. 15-0)  

3.5.3.In the event of postponed ties, if any game has not commenced, a new line-up 

may be submitted. 

  

3.6.  Order of Play  

   

   The order of play is:  

1st Singles  

2nd Singles  

1st Doubles  

2nd Doubles  

3rd Singles  

All players must be ready to play when called upon by the Referee.  

 

3.7. System of Scoring – for the whole duration of the game 

 

3.7.1.All matches shall be played on the first-to-reach nine (9) games. If the score 

reaches eight (8) games all, a tie-break 7 points (ITF rule 5b) shall be played with 

No-Ad scoring for the doubles 

 

3.7.2.The “No-Ad Scoring Method” will be adopted, where a deciding point is played 

at “Deuce”for the double’s match.  

 

3.8.   Warming-Up  

 

Players are allowed a five (5)-minute warm-up before the start of the match.  

 

3.9.   Continuous Play and Rest Period  

 

3.9.1 Play shall be continuous from the first serve until the match is concluded (ITF 

rule 29). 

 

3.9.2.Play shall never be suspended, delayed or interfered with for the purpose of 

enabling a player to recover his strength, breath, or physical condition. However, 

the Umpire may allow a medical time-out of three (3) minutes for the treatment of 

a medical condition. 

 

3.9.3.A player is allowed to request permission to leave the court for a reasonable time 

for a toilet break-change of attire break (women’s events). Toilet breaks should be 

taken on a set break and can be used for no other purpose. Change of attire breaks 

(women’s events) must be taken on a set break. In women’s singles events, a 



player is entitled to two (2) breaks during a match. In men’s singles events, a 

player is entitled to one (1) toilet break during the best of three(3) tie break sets.  

 

3.9.4.In doubles matches, each team is entitled to a total of two (2) breaks  

 

3.10. Correcting Errors (ITF Rule 27) As a principle, when an error in respect of the Rules of 

Tennis is discovered, all points previously played shall stand.  

 

4.   Coaching  

 

Coaching is considered to be communication, advice or instruction of any kind, audible or 

visible, to a player.In team event where there is a team captain sitting on court, the team 

captain may coach the player(s) during a set break and when the players change ends at the 

end of a game, but not when the players change ends after the first game of each set and not 

during a tie break game.In all other matches, coaching is not allowed. 

 

1.   Referee  

 

The referee of the day shall have the power to resolve any dispute that may arise.  

 

2.  Umpires And Linesman  

 

There will be one (1) umpire and two (2) linesmen at every tie. At each court, team of one (1) 

umpire and two (2) linesmen will preside.  

 

3.  Players Attire  

 

All players must be properly attired.  

 

4.  Award Of League Points  

 

The following scoring system shall apply:  

2 points for a win  

1 point for a loss  

0 point for conceding a walk-over  

 

5.  Tie In League Points (Based on Davis Cup Rule 2007)  

 

9.1.  If only two (2) teams score an equal number of points, the head-to-head result between 

these teams shall decide the winner. 

 

9.2.  If three (3) or more teams score an equal number of points, the number of matches won 

shall decide the winner. 

 

9.3.  If matches won are equal, the percentage of games won of games played against all 

teams in the pool shall decide the winner.  



 

 

Example 1:  

 

Country Played Won Lost Matches 

won 

Games 

won 

Games 

lost 

% 

Game 

won 

Total 

Points 

B 6 5 1     11 

*C 6 4 2     10 

A 6 4 2     10 

**D 6 3 3 15 130 115 52.3% 9 

***E 6 3 3 13 125 114 51% 9 

F 6 3 3 13 120 115  9 

G 6 0 6     6 

 

 *Rule 9.1 applies ( assuming Country C beats Country A)  

 ** Rule 9.2 applies  

*** Rule 9.3 applies  

 

9.4.  If any match is stopped and not completed for reasons of injury, etc. the full score shall 

be recorded. Example: Player A lead over Player B by 6-1, 2-0 when Player B is 

injured and unable to continue. Player A’s victory shall be recorded as 6-1, 6-0. If a 

match is a walkover the score shall be recorded as 6-0, 6-0.  

 

6.  Grace Period  

 

A fifteen (15)-minute grace period is allowed. The Referee or his representative may at his 

discretion extend this grace period if he/she thinks the extension of grace period is justifiable. 

(For example, in special cases when delay may be caused by traffic jams, floods etc). 

However, the team concerned must make every effort to contact the Tennis Competition 

Organizing Committee/ Referee at the venue concerned to inform him/her of the delay. 

Teams must abide by the decision of the Tennis Competition Organizing Committee/ 

Referee.  

 

7. Postponement  

 

11.1. The Tennis Competition Organising Committee/ Referee shall, at their discretion, 

decide to postpone a match if the venue is unfit for play, or for any other valid reasons 

for which he deems a postponement is in order. Teams must abide by the decision of 

the Tennis Competition Organising Committee. 

 

11.2.The Tennis Competition Organizing Committee/ Referee may stop or suspend a match 

temporarily due to conditions of the grounds/ weather or other reasons deemed valid. 

Once a match is suspended and until the Tennis Competition Organizing Committee / 

Referee postpones the match, the players, the Umpire and all court officials must 

remain ready to resume play. The Tennis Competition Organizing Committee / Referee  



must make all decisions regarding the postponement of a match to a later day.  

 

11.3.Upon suspension/ postponement of a match, the Umpire shall record the time, point, 

game and set score, the name of the server, the sides on which each player was situated 

and shall collect all balls in use for the match.  

 

8.  Withdrawals And Walkovers  

 

12.1. Any withdrawal or walk-over by a team is considered contrary to the spirit of the game. 

 

12.2. Countries participating in the competition should not withdraw or concede a walk-over.  

 

9.  Abandoned Match  

 

13.1.Decisions on abandoned game shall comply with the laws of that particular game. 

 

13.2. A written report by the referee/match manager to the Tennis Competition Organizing 

Committee is required for the abandoned game. 

 

13.3.Any team or individual that causes a game to be abandoned will be reported to the 

respective country’s Chef-de-Mission for disciplinary action.  

 

10. Protests/Appeals  

 

14.1.Any protest during a game, on points of law/rules of the game, must be lodged 

immediately by the captain to the umpire. Any decision taken by the referee shall be 

final. 

 

14.2. Should a dispute arise out of the Referee’s decision, the matter should be referred to the 

Organizing Committee, whose decision shall be final. 

 

14.3.All protests and disputes not covered under item 14.1 shall be referred to the Tennis 

Competition Organizing Committee. The protest(s)/appeal must reach the Committee 

within fifteen (15) minutes following the completion of the match concerned. The 

protest must be in writing and duly signed by the Team Manager. 

 

14.4.The Jury of Appeal shall meet and give its decision as soon as possible. The decision of 

the Jury of Appeal shall be final and conclusive. 
 

14.5.The Chairperson of the Jury of Appeal shall be from the host country and each 

participating country shall nominate a representative to be on the jury panel. 

 

14.6.The jury member of the country who has lodged the protest will not attend the appeal 

hearing. 

 

11.  Competition Balls  

 



15.1. Balls to be used in the competition shall be ITF approved type. 

 

12.  Roles Of Officials During Match Play  

 

16.1. Each participating team must be accompanied by officials who shall remain with the 

team through the duration of play. 

 

16.2. Failure to comply with (16.1) shall lead to the disqualification of the team. 

 

16.3. The Team Manager and coaches must be conversant with the rules and regulations 

pertaining to the competition and are required to help in every way possible in the 

management of the day’s matches. 

 

16.4.Team Manager / coaches are not permitted to be in the tennis courts with their players / 

team. In the event of a player sustaining injury in the court, the Team Manager / Care-

Giver will be allowed to attend to the player. 

 

16.5.The Team Captain is allowed to sit on the court. If the Captain is unable to fulfill his 

duties on court, he may be replaced only by one of the nominated players who shall be 

allowed to sit on the court. 

 

16.6. Coaches are expected to conduct themselves with decorum during competitions. 

 

16.7. Coaches are not allowed to approach the game officials to query their decisions. Only 

Team Managers are allowed to approach the game officials to seek clarifications. 

Failureto comply with the rule, shall lead to action being taken against the team.  

 

17.Competition Format (Individual) 

17.1.The competition shall be run on a Knock-Out Format. 

17.2.Number of Entries per Country:  

 2 Singles (Boys)  

2 Singles (Girls)  

2 Double Pair (Boys)  

2 Double Pair (Girls)  

1 Mixed Doubles Pair  

  Note: each player can only play in one individual event. 
 

17.3  Deadline of Submission: At Team Managers’ Meeting  

 

13.  Amendments  

 

The 6th ASEAN Schools Games Organising Committee shall have the right to delete, add to 

or amend the rules and regulations laid down herein.  

 


